







October ___, 2009

Chairwoman Dianne Jacob

1600 Pacific Highway, Room 335
San Diego, CA 92101-2471

Dear Chairwoman Jacob,

I am writing you today about my concern for the recent attempt at imposing exorbitant lease increases, along with other fees, at Gillespie Field in El Cajon. An increase in lease rates will cause a number of people to abandon general aviation, increase hangar vacancy, suppress development and reduce the number of jobs at the field. Gillespie Field is a major contributor to the Airport Enterprise Fund (AEF), which helps support and provides monies for the other six County Airports. The original Deed from the U.S. Government and Grant Assurance requirements for Gillespie Field, require that rents for aviation use at Gillespie Field, should only be to the level of self-sufficiency. According to the last several years of published County AEF budgets, we are currently self-sufficient and operating at a ratio of 3:1 ($3 income for every dollar spent). The total AEF is also running at a significant surplus. Therefore, an increase in lease rates and other fees are not justified, and are in contradiction with the spirit of the Deed and Grant Assurances. Gillespie Field has been extremely profitable because the current lease rate structure, which has encouraged wise development and General Aviation activity. 

Lease rates should remain at their current level of $525 per acre plus a cost of living increase (COLA) for the future. Other County Airports, like San Bernardino County, charge a fixed lease rate, plus COLA to their lessees without any extra fees.  I am asking for your assistance in making sure that the lease rates remain at their current level. Other fees that are imposed by the County in recent years should also be re-evaluated for their compliance with the spirit of the original Deed and Grant Assurances.  High lease rates discourage development and harm the economic climate that Gillespie Field has generated in the past.  Thank you for your effort in assuring that our airport remains a viable entity for the future of general aviation and continues to serve our community. 















Sincerely,









___________________









___________________









____________________


