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August 13, 2010

To:  All Gillespie Field tenants and visitors.

From:
Roger Griffiths, Airport Manager, Gillespie Field Airport.

DRIVER AND TENANT SAFETY AT GILLESPIE FIELD

Whether you are a long term tenant or recently arrived, please read this letter carefully. 
Over the past 18 months there have been a number of incidents at Gillespie Field which have caused concern both to the County of San Diego and the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA).  Primary among these are the number of pedestrians and vehicles caught crossing active runways with no communication the Air Traffic Control.  Depending on the danger to an aircraft and its passengers these events are called Vehicle/Pedestrian Deviations or Runway Incursions.
So great is the concern for events at Gillespie that we have the dubious honor of being one of only four airports in the FAA’s Western Pacific Region (CA, NV, AZ, and HI) selected for special attention by senior regional FAA staff.  FAA have made it very clear that they need to see a reduction in the number of runway incursions at Gillespie Field immediately.

The good news is that we have been given an opportunity to fix the problem ourselves rather than having a list of mandates forced upon us.  However, should further unauthorized runway and taxiway crossings take place it is unlikely that FAA will extend us this option for much longer.
Please take note of the following basic steps and abide by them:

Regardless of whether you are a pilot or not, access onto the airport confers upon you the responsibility of abiding by FAA and County rules and does not make you immune from the other local, state and federal laws, for example traffic laws.  It is essential that if you invite someone onto the airfield that you instruct them on how to behave.
· Do not cross the Movement Boundary Line marked along the edge of each taxiway.  Get this item right and you have solved 95% of the problem.  Show your guests, show your staff, tell them not to cross.  
· Traffic laws apply just as much on the airfield as out on the street – for example, motorcyclists need a helmet; you need to hold a license to drive a registered vehicle.

· Tenants need to use the access/exit gate for the leasehold they are based at – not use other leasehold gates because they know the number and give it out to their friends. 

· Does that visitor to your hangar really need to drive onto the airport? – the majority of hangars are close enough to off airside parking to avoid having everyone drive onto the airfield.
· If you escort someone onto the airport, make sure you escort them off – if they needed escorting on they don’t know where they are going, they won’t know how to get off and may decide to exit via a runway – this has happened at Gillespie!
DO NOT CROSS 

THIS LINE

AUTHORIZED DRIVERS ONLY
THIS IS THE MOVEMENT BOUNDARY LINE

Beyond this point all traffic is controlled by Federal Aviation Administration.  ATCT (121.70) OR ON CTAF (120.70) 
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